INTRODUCTION 


The publication of International Bulletin will make known to Ama@ ican 
workers tho ideas, platform and class struggle activity of the Left Communist 
International. Heretofore knowledge of the ideas of the Left Commmrist Inter 
national was received mainly from sources at second hand. Naturally, this re- 
volutionary marxist current was subject to misrepresontation at tho hands of false 
friends in Amorica, Many of these friends saght and now seck to dross thomselves 
in the cloak of Marxism by attoupting to get therselves recognized es the jmerican 
representatives of the Left Corrunist International in spite of profound political 
differonces, Those friends may be found in the camp of Trotskyism (Cannon- 
Shactran, Oslher-Okun). 


The attractive power of the Left Cormmnist International is understand~ 
able. It is the only mass movement of a revolutionary marxist character on the 
European continent and for that matter in the world. It is militantly onti~ 
capitalist and anti-stalinist. The Left Communist international is rooted in the 
daily lives of the workers in Western Europe, especially in Italy. 


The International Bulletin will seek to point the. way to effective 
struggle against American. capitalism and its imperialist policy abroad. 


The platform of the Left Communist International will be the basis for 
the development of its'sistar party in Anorica, with strategic adaptation to the 
specific nocds of tho American Working Class. Mechanicnl transfer of platforms 
and programs from one country to another is alion to the concepts of the L.C.I. 
Soctarianism of this -type, as all sectarianism, leads to bureaucracy and isolation 


from ono's own working class. 


Wo invito coment, critical or otherwise from all who wish to build a... 
revolutionary party in America. This pirty will reject defense of Russian In ; 
perialism and American Imperialism; English and French Imperialism, Dutch and - 
Belgium Imperialism. It will defend the interests.of the workers in field, face . 
tory and mines in the Imperialist nations ageinst their oppressors, the Capitalists 
at home, It will defend the colonial workers end peasants ageinst their cepitalist 
oppressors at hore and their imperialist wasters abroad. The L.C.I. in the UoSe, 
ag its forces grow will participate ever more e6ffectively in the class struggle 
£00 She overthrow’ es oe i and the Sete Ae nneny of the rule of the workers. 


vLAG this a. we @re not a party artis e480 Tis rs our immediate =: 
goal. To that end a national left wing conference as a preliminary step to the" 
building of & party with a warxist platform will be. called. Revolutd onarmeteure, 
and individuals seeking a break with Russian defensism, as well as from Imperial=) 
ism in general are invited to join with us in the herculean weer of winning the -'” 


American worker s to revolutionary class Consciousness. 


We extand the hand of comradeship te our Italian, French end Belgian °° 
comrade sy ze ae ae 


'‘ 
3° 


We pledge oursclves to carry onthe struggle for @ Marxist party in 
«zmerjca. : ; 


SITU..TION OF THE AMERIC.N WORKERS 

American Imperialism is sookine to perpetuate world capitalism. It is 
implementing the Trunsn doctrine and the Marshall plan for thet purpose, Wo cans 
not help but recall the Dawes Flan after World Wer I, initiated by the U.S., and 
the result defeat of the proletarian revolution in Burope following upon the work= 
ers victory in Russia of October, I917. Then, the U.S. imperialists came into .con= 
flict with revolutionary sovicts, Today, the conflict is between Imperialist: Amer= 
ica and Imperialist Russia, foreshadowing World Wer III, : 


The Truman doctrine end Marshall plan disguise their anti-working class 
choracter under the cloak of freocdom of small nations under democracy. Domocracy 
and freedom, of course, is any state thot, regardless of its form of rule, bocomes 
a buffer for U.S. against the Imperialist expansion of . Russiao 


The present foreign policy of American imperi..lism cannot be understood 
unless the workers understand that the domestic policies of American capitalisn 
are part and parcel of the Truran Doctrine and Marshall Plan. The national sig» 
nificance of these plans are lost sight of in the gisare of international imperiel~ 
ist power politics. It is important to establish the fact that along with its 
plans for Imperialist domination abroad, U.S. cepitalism hes its domestio plens 
for lowering the standard of living of the American workers by weakening and par= 
alyzing their strugglo for existence. 


What is the connection between this anti-working class drive at home and 
americon Imperialist policy abroad? . : 


The basic contradictions .9f capitalism ere decisive in driving U.S. Im 
perialism to orgenize the world forthe benefit of its orm ruling class. To be. 
successful it mst weaken the workers;’ position in capitelist society at home. 

The contradiction between socialized production and capitalist appropriation ia 
the root of tho class strugglc in U.S. Tho,U.S. capitalists are trying a variation 
on their old strategy to dastroy the workers' weapons of economic and political 
defense. This is the basic class drivo of the capitalists to abolish the class 
struggle for the benefit of their dictatorship, masked by bourgeois democratic 


forms. 


13 . The American worker facos the problem of providing food, shelter and 
Clothing, in a sharply rising tide of price and profit. Prices on food are up 
29% Clothing has risen 17]/2%, All other items up 171/2% Wages and salaries 
have gone down from 70.2% to 62.4% of national income in 4th quarter of 1946, 
Corporate profits after taxeos‘of the Iron and Steel Industry is almost 500%, 
Machinery 275%, Automotive 399%, Non-Farrous Motals and products 175%, Food, Bov- 
eragos, Tobacco over 400%, Oil producing and refining over 350%, Industrial Chomi- 
enls over 350%, ‘The average woekly take-home pay of the workers in 1947 averages 
$48.86. His weekly buying power avereges $30.16 (From "Economic Outlook", C.I.0.) 
Te value of sales rose sharply in 1947 with a fluctuation downward recorded in 
april, 1947; but the total volume of g20ds has sharply declined. Obviously, 
higher prices as an inducement for capitalism to expand has not resulted in in-= 
creased production of goods, bt has created artificial restraints on production 
in order to keep price and profit up. The edmonition to the workers by the capi~ 
telioc spokesiien thst the worneérs must work nerdars; work Longer ncars in order to 
keep up volume production of goods is so rch fakery, 


Charles Van Devander in his colurm Washington Memo in New York Post of 
Friday September 5th, 1947 reports of meetings between leaders of basic industry 
and moulders of government policy. it these meetinzs, it is reported a leading 
Spokiasmen for the steel industry admittcd the recent co-l wage and price boost 
Could have beon absorbed without raising steel prices, Ho also admitted that steel 


could mike ample profits and expand bosides at 90% of present capnoity. But. he 
said, stecl nad to prepare for the "bust" ahend. Siniler statements were mede by 

& leading capitalist of the auto industry. These ore the strovs in the wind. 
american Capitalism is "planning for a cortain depression. Iay-offs cf workors 
are another indication of the coming crisis. ..s of Knrch to May 1947, 251,000 

Ww re unemployed in manufacturing; Textilo and‘ apparel, 143,000: electrical goods 
60,060; Rubbor products, 16,000; a total of 394,000 idle. Of course, to bourgeois 
cynics; if unemployment is under 2,000,000, the workers cro prosperous. On Sept. 
5th, 1947 tho Burenu of Libor Statistics reported for Juno 1947 not spondable weok~ 
ly onrnintgss of singlo workorg without depondenta avormyrod 41.89 or 426.50 in terns 
of 1959, Tho worker with 3 dopondents, spondable oarningos averagod $47.37, or 
29,97 in terns of 1939. Evidently the workers aro not prosporous. - 


Housing under capitalism was always wretched, bat now is evon moro criti- 
col, Just as artifical scarcities of cormodities under capitalism are utilized to 
jack up prices and profits, so the picture is repyated in the field of real estate, 
Tru recent rent low passed by congress to increase rents has been echoed by & host 
of local rent increase lows all over the nation, The workers are now faced with 
the problem of increased rents or evictions. increased friction between lendlord 
and worker to the point of shooting is reported nationally. 


The American worker is g@ptting the short end of the stick in every phase 
of his life from the cradle to the grave. The Teft-Hartley slave labor act was 
designed to outlaw any oxprossion of rcsentiuent i:y the workers thru strikes, boy- 
cotts or pelitical action. 


In face of this ruthless drivo by the capitalists and their government 
in Washington to paralyze the workers struggle for existence what is the picture 
regording the democratic rights of workers? 


The American Civil Liberties Union in an 89 poge roport entitled "In 
Times of Challence," states "apperently justified scapticism as to the immediate 
future of our democratic liberties 4a instruncnts of progress! ‘The report obser~ 
ves a "penernal retroat to mtionalism, militarism and defense of statuse quo, with 
liberal and minority forces everywhere on the defensive." The report was corrob= 
orated by &@ poll of 125 correspondents in 411 48 states showing a "trend to greater 
restrictions on dissenters and minorities, perticularly on any movement associated 
with the Corrmnists." ‘In its report the Union inoluded among unfavorable develop- 
ments; 4 lynchings, the acquittal in South Carolina of 28 "confessed lynchers," the 
enactment of the TafteHartley law and a U.S. Supreme Gort decision approving use 
of public funds t) transport pupils to Catholic parochis.l schools". Also a decd» 
Bion to extending the legality of search without warrant: the Presidents order for 
‘tdangerously vague tests! of the loyalty» of federal employees and the "continued 
witch hunting crusade". of the House Committee on Un-vmerican ictivities. 


Sporadic strikes in industry are increasing despite the political and 
economic pressure against the American workers. This is the real answer at present 
to the plutocrats of all Strecst and their stooges of both parties, Democrats and 
Ropublicans in Washington. This is the guerilla activity resulting from the fail= 
ure of the C.I.0., 4.%.L and RoR. Brotherhood leaders to call a general strike in 
protest against the contiming anti-working class campaign of U.S. capitalism, ‘The 

class struggle picture is one of retreat and Ragen ENE to capitslism by ths work 
ers leadorship. 


; The labor day messagzes of both C.1I.0. and a.F.L. leaders was in essenco 
acceptance of the Taft-Hartley Sleve ct. Wasting the cucs of the A.Fele and C.1.0. 
workers in court actions while ‘discouraging: action thru the workers main weapon at 
present, the strike, is the collaboretionist policy of the trede union leadership. 
Soft tssirances to management of their cooperation with the boss cless is the C.I.Oe, 


ieF.L, and R.R. Brotherhood answer to the Taft-Hartley sleve act. Workers cannot 
exo3es any solution to their problems fro the traitors at the head of their so- 
cfaiied unions. 


Most insidious of all are the voices of the pseudo~lefts from the Ccn- 
munists (Stalinists) to the Trotskyites who in one voice advocrte a labor party 
or a third party (if the democratic party cannot be reformed (Wallace). ‘The 
Stalinists have trevelled from a program of "Socialism in one country" to & progran 
for capitalism in all countries. The Trotzkyites heave trevelied from '"Fermanens 
Revolution to "Permanent Reform." labor Parties and or Fopulist third Farties 
Will vrapent with mathenatical exnctness the record of defent and demoralization 

inflicted upon the downtrodden of Europe by tho Labor Parties of tho 2nd Inter- 
notional, such as the British Labor Party with its record of colonial oppression 
in the middle east and the orient, and reduction of its own working class at home 
to 2 coolie standard of living. 


The pseudo~left has nothing to offer the workers of America either. 
They are nothing but safety~valves to. shoot off steam enabling the boss class to 
contime its dictatorship over the workers, 


What is the course that has the best guarantee a smashing thea oppressive 
rale of capitalisr? 


The most epee ne nood is for militants in the workors moss organizations 
to form fighting fractions against the labor-managerent line of their leadership; 
for a general striko against the Taft-Hartloy slave act, for @ 6 hour day 30 hour 
week, for 360 a week. We know that no matter what is achieved thru immediate 
dsrands, wages and prices and profits:cannot be adjusted to one another uncer capi-~ 
talism. The need for @ workers state. as the prelude. to Socielism met be told to 
the class by our class-conscious militants, openly end without any weasel words. 
They must learn the need for a party thet is not corrupted by patriotism for 

rg Deep Rusa ia or capitalist americas a party of zevotn ua gner les ec wy te 


>) ») The road to this party is not a simple one. . + 
“osc es ot The essential task ig to turn the present retreat from the. éneiaueht. of 
. the capitalists and their government into its opposite. in offensive all along ., 
ov hhe line nara capita}ian, ite, wars and recurring peprgpetons ihuecsod salt ae 
Par, s ea tens a a rope tte var . . 
ar om eiaboS. is the "Jaw", a idbor* is society. Without labor there is neither’ 
law nor society. Labor produces our food, fuel, shelter and clothing... Iabor pro~ 
duces our econoric and cultural values.. Withamt.labor there is no lifa. . Labor 
is the dynamic giant. It. is greater than the atomic bomb, for without labor there 
4s no bomb. - Therefore the workers, the living labor paver has the potential to | 
turn defeat today into victory to-morrow. , ee 


We must gird our loins for the contiming class struggle end tale moas- 
ures to increase the fighting power of workers to-day and tomorrow in the crisis 
«Of war and depression. This can be done by forging a revolutionary marxist party 
of the workers in the U.S... 

‘ ‘In this period sch a chrty would strengthen and giidethe fighting erace 
“ “tions in the unions and mass organizations, uniting tenants and consumers groups 
with the workers‘at the point of production. ‘The party would arouee the farm wok» 
ers to the need for unity with the city workers on a brogream of Pes ace a 
Bocialisn. ie \ 
This is the road upon which tho . iAmericoen workers can free thenselves 
tren the four fears; unemployment, war, depression and Fascism. 


x 2 


a 
} 


% gore 
7 ' ’ 
es , ' : , - it ee 
. See o* » ‘ r. = of cae i 


3% i ras YL Ue ay ) ‘ Lass ie ari pied iauvig ted TGs aoke 

5! ao ie pauetec: an = wet a Py yy P goby ok ayy ‘be edod s7ah 
Be ate FIRST: COUPEREN CE iy onina.ca oH, 8 THE iEPT, Soars LO AEBE Nw SH: gc} 
ty . ve oy fie Be a! oe e a. oer “+ > fase 
Exe Apa 221g! 6 wmte sang ody Eset 
a tbe ie Ate ‘the beginning ‘of ‘December. ‘thera, “took. place. the. ‘Pinst: “Conference. SPS nag 

ryt contatt: iofithe: PRench,:/Itélian land Belgian. scene ae ‘of. theLaft' Commiftist - : 
Internat.tonel. : ube ad a TS He SPO og Cat sb Ieee” road eg ere te erg afosdti on 
va ° + Soe bop: Sere ry RGhe ree 4'e r: ‘mawmnre nhs Nd 9 ea 


of! ») wb be ut awe 


' . ‘mis Cee ine was the bo conaton for a Meare lication of common. principles... 

a \of the three organizations. . Coming within.the framework of a reactionary § 

J international situation where the bourgeoisie retains the political initiative, 
this me ot ing was unable to be the .opportunity for launching qinecwiw es. for political 
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bourgeois class which inherits without solution of continuity the authoritarian 

and totalitarian methods. of fascism, while masking thom behind ‘the ‘facade’ co a: eae 
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.*nIn I92I-22 the Left Commnists affirmed alrcoady that the.question was +5 
not posed for the proletarian to choose bctween democracy and fascism. .. This 
position appears as much more grounded today as democracy ovolvon unavoidably 
towards totalitarinn mothods, Wo sco by thnrt that fascinm has only boquoathad 
Atosolf tho .tauvk of accomplishing still more officuciously tho historic mission 
that decadent capitalism had confided it. The only alternative for the working 
class is the survival of the capitalist dictatorship or its destruction by the 
conscious and organized force.of the proletariat. 


IV 


While the sowcalled workers’ parties wallow in the md of collaboration, 
devoting themselves to the reconstruction of capitalirt society and going &s far 
as to take the direction and political initiative, the LCI reaffirms its unbreakable 
opposition to all policy of compromise. This opposition concerns as mich the 
policy of governmental parties as of those groupings issuing from the degcnoration 
of the 3rd International, such as Trotskyism, which while employing a revolutionary 
phraseology sanctions in tho proletariat the false belicf that it can and most 
conquer intermediary positions in the ranks of capitalist society itself, to defend 
and consolidate pretended democretic conquests in order to be able to bind itself 
on the road to socialism Neither democracy, nor fascism nor “sovietism’ can be 
considered as progressive forms that the working cless should support in order to 
cat a paseago towards the seizure of power. Sigua eae 
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In what conce tins the said "sovictism," the notion of the eocaaen 
proletarian state is today no.; -longer* valuable, The recl criterion of the pro= 
letarian nature, of the State floes. not reside in the. juridi¢’domain, but in the. | 
characteristics Of the’ dla‘sa of. powers” naw: the’ ‘faot- that” in” the. intornat ional” fiela 
=“ a’ Plays’ &n ‘openiy’ gQountorrevolutionary'and imperialist tolo demonstrates that 

in’the: dnterior . ‘of “the~ Country: the. proletariat his lost ‘the-lever's of pommnd 
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_ origin in the regression of the “isolated. ‘prolete ian ‘revolution tw a‘single’ dountryi” 
5, THe forms which this regime assumes’on the-economit plane and in the field of 2tf902 
property in the means of production (state property) contradict the alternative . 
formorly posed by. the ‘cummnist movement in the_ farms aE ete 
capital {ent ‘or miroh “towards ‘sooialiom.' °° ‘These. ‘fo ome, on onaye y ste, #8 iy mies. 
international or iéntatitn or bepitel ion ‘kowara’s ‘the totalitarian’ ¢ cee pata n. of 
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the working class to the reconstruction of capitalist eccuomy, the LOX ceciares . 
that, far frem constituting a “ncrogreas towards sccialism,” it realisas, by an 
ever inercasiny exploitation of ths prolotariat, the conditions of sudsurvience 
to vths -borzecis cls382 Mhese Latter remaining ina gee ers Te oo 
of the ecoromicaliy dominant ciless. ; 
a : No modification in the form of property in the means of adeanevian, has 
revolutionary value if it.is not the product of 4 radicel modification of the 
relation of forcas between the contending classes; i.e., on the international. 
scale, in &.revolutionary assault of one prod onage euldge Ey its class sane 
to political power. 
‘ The same principled position determines the “ek tediont eeeienae of the 
LcI towards the transitional slogans (workers control, codirection, etc.) by-: 
Which the pseudo-workers parties and opbortunists endeavor to effectuate what is 
a means of consolidation of the capitalist regime for revolutionary conquests, or 
at least proletarian encroachments on the fundamental bases of this regime. 
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Imperialist capitalism is developing in amore or less rapid manner. .:3 
towards war. ‘The -cegenoration of the Russian state and the treason of the old «+: 
parties of the proletariat, the lack of fundamental orgens of direction. of :he-)2 
working class, give a tragic character of unavoidability to this-perspeotivayawis: 
Fasing this the LCI will not permit itself to be trapped by slogans which from 
now on endeavor to give an ideological justification to the future mssacre, It 
will fight as mch the propaganda of a'democratio crusade against the great Anglo 
American .plutocracies,!' . It will employ all its forces to reostablish.in all 
countries the fundamental principles of Marxism, in order, in the ‘soclal- struggle - 
tmt the crisis of capitalist economy will stake out and its. tumbling into war, ":; 
the proletariat finds in a class party its guide and in international actions: 
of the left communists the premise of its reappearance on the politicazt scene sin» 


Violent opposition to the war. 


VIII 


The two rocks on which the entire vanguard runs the danger of foundering 
are on the one hand to lose itself in the opportunism of partial demands considered =m 
asp sufficient in themselves, and on the other in reducing itself to a detahed 
sect of the working class and elaborating political programs in the void. Ina 
situation such as that of today the commnist vanguard if it mst defend at any 
price and in no mtter what circumstancos and evon in the most reactionary phases 
the integrity of its program, still has the duty of welding the ensemble of its 
principled positions to the real unrolling of the class struggle. 


IX 


Te evolution of imperialist capitalism gives the LCI new arms in its 


relentless critique of the so-called representative institutions. It will pursue 
its pitiless work of demasking parliamentarism and the parties that demand a 
parliamentary and reformist conception of the proletarian struggle. However it 
Will openly permit the discussion of .the tactical problem of participation of the 
party in electoral campaigns on the base of an intransigcant reaffirmation of the 
antivparliamentary, anto-reformist and revolutionary character of the commnist 
vanguard and of its independent in relation to all other political formations. 


x 


The present general situation is the fruit of an international defect 
of the working class and of its immobilization under the woight of a relation of 
forces clearly unfavorable, The unions have lost all autonomy and are chined to 
tna State. The question cannot therefore be posed for the proletariat either to 


"correct" the unions or to break violently their framework in order to pass to 
the constitution of new mass organs. Whether by its active participation in the 
workers struggles and in episodic organisms of the class which would bind it, or 
by the regrouping of workers around a program of direct struggle elaboratod by 
the party (there where the situation permits envisaging it in @ concrete manner), 
the LCI will work to raise up before the working class the problem of the rocon- 
struction of its class organs. At the same time it will work to bring the con- 
sciousness the fact that’ this reconstruction is possible only at the price of:a 
radical overturn of the relation of forces bdetiveon the classes, expressing itsolf 
in tha regrouping of the proletarian leadership around the rovolutionary party 
and in direct struggle of the proletariat against the bourgeoisie. 


XI ; : . , 


» The. general evolution of capitalism on the international terrain is 
also expressed in the narrow dependence of the economy and politics of all States 
with regard to the mjor imperialist powers which won the war, In this situation 
all demands for national or colonial independence ms%t. be considered as going 
against the grain of historical evolution. The LCI will oppose to the apperany ee 
tactic supporting national and colonian movements ‘the Beaeree of the unified — 


strugs le’ of the proletarian beatae imperialism. : a 
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oe NN The LCI soareirme the dhternatioml haracter of the: eines struggle. ' 


’ It sees in the reconstruction of a revolutionary International effectuated oe oe 
the cairse of world development of this'struggle the only perspective which | a 
permits the proletariat to reaffirm both its class and to oppose its answer to the 
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ML TACK CP ORXENTING TIE ClusSS STRUGGLE 
SLATEMEN? BY TRADE UNION PR.CTIOWU OF THE 
LErT INTERM.TION:L COMMUNIST r..RTY 


Our program was prosented by eur comrades: to the workers of tho Alfa- 
.Romgo factory, with their slate for the election to the Internal Commission. ‘This 
was,the conciusion of the struggle for the ‘program of our union fraction, a pro~ 
eran | fougnt for in the intorest of the Working class. é 


- I 
The Party Fraction of the Internationalist Cormmnist Party, is partici-+ 


pating ‘in the elections for the union committee for the Internal Commission in 


ordor to present our program to the workers. 
Me I.S.P. of the Intormtionalist Communist party poses as the funda= 


mental problem today, tho domination of the trade unions by tho capitalist stato, 
aided by the three opportunist mass parties of Italy, and the nocossity to return 
to the traditional line of class struggle. 


II 


The proletariat is strait-jacketed in the hands of the capitalists, and 
because of this, is impotent and carmot defend its elementary intorests. 

We affirm, the class interests of the proletariat is possible of 
ettainment only if the working class regains its capacity for independent struggle. 


cit 


While the spontancous mass demonstrations by the workers against un- 
emplorment and starvation helped by mr determined agitation goes on, the present 
leadership of the Chamber of Labor try to intervene. They aro porturbed by the 

agitation of ths workers. Thay are concemed with the reconstruction of capital- 
ist economy and therefore support the Government. The S.F. of the Internationale 
ist C.2. recognizes therefore that the strike is the only weapon the proletariat 


has to defend its class against capitalisn. 
IV 


The S.F. of the Int'l C.P. is against freezing wages. In effect it 
allows the capitalists to raise prices and increase profits. The disastrous 
economic condition of the workers will get worse if the wage freczing policy is 


maintained, 
Vv 


The S.F. of the Int'l C.P participates in the new elections for the 
S.C. We call upon the meses of workers to elect to the I.C. a leadership which 
will defend the political interests of the trade unions. 


VI 


Against the bloc of the three parties of the misses that hold the 


power in the union. They are hypocritic and anti-democratic, 
The representatives of the 6,9r. of the Int’l C.P. doclares thoy are 


ready to take over tho leadorship of the I.C. 
Tre following are the aims of our union policy:- 


a) Tho duty of members of the I1.C. is not to separate thomselves fron 
the mssos in indecent collabor:.tion with the bosses. 


b) The I.C. should not lose itslelf behind secondary questions such 
as administration and distribution of compensation, but exorcise ccotrol action 


in effective defanse of the intcrests of the workers. 
c) Thanks to the mnner in which the present union leaders administer 


mutual benefits to the workers, there hes been no change from the conditions of 
fascism. There mst be a complete change of oe based upon the needs of the 


workors, without loss of timc. 
d) The I.C. mst not substitute Ltsolf for the chamber of labor, but 


mast exercise over this organism vigilant control in defense of the working dass. 
6) Tho 14C. mst opposo discrinination between employed workers and 


those laid off. 


' 
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WOWR IL, IT ATURE. . AnD iD FuNerton OF THE 5S SOVIET ‘SUH 
oo State te capitalism in in Russia 


The teh enoy towards fusion of industry with the state begun to a degree during 
“the days of Marx, comes today as no surprise to the Marxists... The extreme 
coalescence of industry with the state apparatus as the basic tendency of modern 
capitalist organization is the result of the following important factors; 


I: The contimued process of accurulation of vealth and trustification. 
2: The second imperialist war for the redivision of world markets. 
3: The coordination and’ centralization of industry due to the require- 
‘ments of modern warfara.s 
-- 4; The pressure to organize the unemployed into a military and in- 
2°. “dustrial reserve armye 
Tk" "" Bs The need to “guarantce" the state from internal explosion & a9 & YrC@ 
‘ . sult of the sharponing of the capitalist crisis requires a uniform 
"plant of etonomio regimentation of the population ~ rationing in 
production and distribution of consumers! goods, canalizing of ae 
‘ductive agencies of industry. and labor into making instruments of =:; °;: 
“dostruction; the outright, supprosaion of workers' organs of strugeio 35 
(Germany, ‘Italy, Russie) or their paralysis and absorbtion into a... 
so-called "democratic" labor front (Englend, U. Ss: France and Moxioo:. 5 
: ‘to a lessor dogree), "" Mies Gs 2ty 
HEI MON oh 6g ‘The’ inoreased costs of. atate” findnoing, . (ator, ‘heoopas: ‘groater, army, J 
-9° 2 poreaucracy).’” 


«my! do Se A 
i es a an 


on, 


3 bey foLe Gar eae 


20. ‘the Revolutionary. Workers ‘Teague does. not’ acer, ‘to. ‘be - aware of. ‘the ‘developing .. PE 


state capitalism in the ‘UeS. or anywhere .else,.for that matter, and the diroot SF 
fusion of' ‘capitalists with the state...The Revolutionary Workers League concopt © !u4 
of capitalism is limited to™ Laissoz-faire forms. According to this static form 
Ula, capitalism could roturn to Russia only, if based on the old classical system 
of: ‘rugged individualism 7 individual owners and froe competition. 1 The ‘theory of to 
the uneven: ‘development of | ‘capitalisn , ia, ‘discarded by the Revolutionary Workers! out 
Leagua’ for’ the doct trinnire oonce pt that .tho rise of a@ now capitalist. class mast (069 
rocapitulato | “tho ‘old forms. .The plain , facts of. rocont current: ‘history do’ not | womeld 
affirm tho’ contention that capitalist “restoration: in Russia, mst demonatrato the 9 
existonce of dual capitalists and frea compotition. The German invasion of the 
Ukraine was the decisive answor to those who think,'-that in -ordor ‘to’ prove’ ‘that T 
Russia “is capital ist,” we have got to marshall facts:to show’ that there’ is “indi-"" “fs 
vidual | or private capitalist ‘accumilation in Russia. ‘When the Wehrmacht’ ponetra=""" 
ted’ the ‘Sovict Ukraine, the. Ukranian Nationalists looked forward to dividing? “¢' °% 
the collectivized soconomy into individual capitalist holdings. Gorman Imperial- 
ism,, instead retained, the collectivized: economy: for: the parce of. greeter, ae Sane 
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The class nature-of the ‘Russian’ state dods not constitute for us an academic 
question, What is involved is the class me cure of Mae. ekete with respect. ,60 _the 5 
brole tar jan: ‘Seizure of powers Ve To Bose. Cae te dead roy ath coe Rants 
oe! Pe hava sy doug at 8 cao) Lo aes me ei Wore eed ¢ agen 
The revisionists, ar on Ber nstein, Kou tatey Gown to Blum and Co., all sevored oe 
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politics as a head is sevored from its living body. According to these demgogues 
private proporty in the moans of production was reactionary whilo the political 
supor structura, tho bourgoois parliament, the exocative, the judiciary, navy, 
polico, otc., organs of buargoois dominz.tion were ossontially progressive. By 
taking ovor tho politicel systom, thoy axyod, tho workers could gain control of 
tho state for “oxprorriotine’ tho propartiod. classes. Tho botrayal of the work- 
ing class by tho socond intcrnational through tho support of the bourgeois demo= 
cratic dictatorship is now history. su8 


The Revolutionary Workers League applics the same revisionist analysis to the 
Russian state and its cronomy, with this difference. The Revointvionary Workers 
League places this methed on ‘its head. Instead of characterizing the Russian 
state, and or its superstructure as progressive, the Revolutionary. Workers League 
admite the workers have no state power, (yet, Russia, it mintains, is a workors 
state) that the political superstructure is reactionary; what tne neticnalized 
economy is progressive. Ali. we have to do is. take over. the Russian atate, through 
a "political" revolution; use police measures in. ‘suppressing. the "bureaucracy" 
and restore the proletariat to "State power! ,” no: BG SRs fomstta 29 ‘rt ; 


In no sense can the prolotariat. “be: paid to” owt, “the, productive “forces jf it has 
no state power. The Russian revo lution demonatrated,, that, the. proletariat mist 
saize state pcwer by smashing the bourgeois State, creating its wn. organs of 
domination (workers militia, revolutionary factox cy, commit: tecs, “workers councils 
etc.) and investin® these with productive forces Th. key: to. who owns is ¢x 
pressed by the formla "who has the. political, power” with which. to: owne" » Economic 
ownership is not:an abstraction; ° It is a function of tha _ proletariat, state. 
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politics,:: aa use: eblaasese Vtecies “age wootcen trated ‘economies ." ‘ = any sud Lar tar "Ne 
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of society are ‘both ‘hive dted“in “tie hands’ fof& singte | bodys , the sta ,Those 33 


who break:np ‘the dencan't for: ‘protetarian’ ‘diotatordhip’ ‘into @ poey ae mpolitd caddy 5; t 
exnronriated" \proletariniis ‘who “e till: "oxeroise : the ” ‘power “of ‘économio’ owne PEHAD 5» 5.5 5 
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The, proletariat,’ being’ propertyless, Has fd heed of Givsdiing ' Sa power t9 Bs 
class. of; owners’ anc a sevarste biz eaucracy of officials ana a a ime 2 tangs.” The . hay 7 st 
economic, structure of the workers: #tate -is gaarant eed thivoet prolptarian domin= f 
ation of-tha- aa ph ea for’ ccllective ‘outer siip ' or ‘proporty.. ny 2eoakie er 
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In raising “nationalized pooper yi vin. Ruagia: to “thei ‘evel: of ‘definition ‘Of the ; 


workor's state the Revolutionary Workers League hides the real'quostion. Which * ; 
oleae | rules? Who benefits from the economy? Do ths workers derive tho surplus 
Va.ue from “production or does tho Jusaisn, raling class? 


IHli*siuan £ 


ay aibly 


ptriapesn wear nai nip) Expansion of. Production and. Real Wages ts exalr t 
¢ : ’ oi 3 ari eat A WGA ED ORE yee DoleuNvel ol dest) HOTT IGOY 

Stalin consistently ‘presents statistics on outpr.t during the five’ year’ plang: “*' 
under the label "focialist Succesnsze", In all thea rejoicing over output, the 
question is forgo*vten., » Who profits from whom? [expansion of: ‘production, - therefore 
takes on a new sighificance from & Marxist pc point of viewe If the standard of 
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living of the tolling masses is not increased, but decreased aa a result of this 
so-called expansion of production, economic planning and the monopoly of foreign 
trade in the ‘Soviét Union are nothing but Russian forms of organizing production 
and tho export-import trade for the profit of the Russian ruling class,’ Weatérn 
capitalists and capitalists 611 over the worid try to adjust production and . 
foreign trade approximitely to sresent ‘and future demends consistent with an‘in- 
creased margin of profit. This: kind of "plarniny", reducing the cost of labor, * 
results in the pauper ization of labor all over the world, Rnasia included. | ‘ 


The mere assertion that in the Sotiet Union the principle onthe prodmalian 1a 
something enti rely different from the profit motive; that all surpluses are not 
stored in banks or warehouses tit actually reinvested in the productive process 
or used to batter the standard of living even though the Stalinists .burocrats get 
the grave and the rest the leftovers does not reveal the truth about Russia. In 
ordor to reveal the. ‘facts we mst know the effect of increased production on real 
wages, and the ~ consequent ability. of the masses to est adequate food, au 


and clothing. a . - 
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True, . tridustrial: proiuction more than A Bavitea’ aie tho tio five yoar “plans. 
But thore was. no corroopond ing’ incroaso in wagos or in the supply of commod ition. 
‘Tho disproportion batween.the volumo of producors goods ond consumors goods was 
growing in spite of the fact that by the end of the socond five year plan and tho 
._, beginning of the third, the production of machines was 28 times as mach as in 1915, 

P In 1913, ‘in ‘présrevolutionary ‘Czar det Rusia, ‘consumers goods conati taeda 58. 2% 
of national product ion while producers goods constituted 41.8% of total productions. 
At the end’of the second 6 year plan, ‘producers goods wwre 60.7%. of the. ec 
while consumer's goods were “59e 3% of thé total. “The supply.of ommodities for... », 
this mB intetiance Of adequate living conditions ‘of ‘the masses in Ruasia with 6 ..., ata) 
‘population » increase from, 160, 000, 000° te’. 180, 000, 000 was 18. A. less ‘than under the. S30 
"OMBPS tat boon art wae perth at bolt xe 3 gas hinpyys Moin UN aa ,awoued arte, arti ba 

Tho buying power of tha wage~earners in Russia, or their real wages was lower “? 
than pre-war Russia, and the misses had loss meat. ,;Tho Soviet of Peoples!, Como; 
“iissars fasied a “decreg. on Jane. Ty. “1957 ; ‘increasing , the wages of all ‘workers, IN nota 
the lower economic brackets “to a “minimum of from II0-1i5 rubles a month. Fron 
this 2 to 3 weeks wages were deducted anmally,for Govt. loans and other compul= 
sory loevies...,.One .to 12% of the monthly wage was deducted for "trade union" dues 
and other fixed contributions. ~The ‘net wage was actually, therefore 105 rubles 
& month. er Ace 
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Following table showes prices paid by thinimmm wage earners for food dn IT9ID coor 

and prices paid for some Commodities in 1937 and 1938 in‘Govt. stores as rocorded:; 1 


in Pravda for Jamary I and Aug. 23, 1937, and Feb. 6, 1938. 230 0 iy ¥tay) yeorptsed 
moot get siege £ eeh ena {HORS ORS “per pound 7 nooo t codtes 30 avidosbory sat 
> Sy SA aE ae wie tor aca ewguect Bat pacanet to aoigaeore eat abe eT ao 
wih frye ahi Aeovte ou TQTT saseqiert gordheeoq eft yedavel £ 1937-1988 <7 
Black Greate tae Siac. «tees eo whe Ne @eeedeecervrseccnvcenerecececseess . yd wh Shh cd 
Potatoedecececccccseccsccses of Coo ero verocveeversseceeresesevevelt 
Wheat Corcblecevsssnsceesosadt “%!. Weorevensererecvessgesveceveveesen lO Me gTaM 
Stuerkrautessessevevesevcesle i Fak Ramet weigaiel Soy np Ante ee 25 7 EA ee 
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I9Il, 25 times as high for onbbage , 36-40 times as nigh for oil and SoU and 8 * 
times as high for wheat cereals, see: 


Nominal wages went up from I0 rublos’a month in I9II to 105 a month in roatibe 
or less than II times. Cost of workers food went up from 3.3 rubles a month to 
58 rubles or nearly I8 times. Result  - The real minimim wage in the Soviet 
Union mich lower than lowest wage “before Ist World War. 


In addition it is extremely important to note that the Soviet Union includes 
as part of the wage income of the soviet worker, the so-called socialized wage. 
This socialized wage includes govt. expenditures on kindergarten and elementary 
education, cultural work of all types, apprentice system inthe factories; health , 
hygiene medical services. This is a reactionary anti-labor ‘device to make it appear 
as if sovict labor is living in an economic paradise, and thus make it appear that . 
labor should be contented with its lot and has no right to rebels” “certainly, 
capitalism as we know it contimally attempts to show the improved living condil= 
tion of the workers under its.rulo... No.bourgsois govt. .as we.know:4t, however, ; 
attempts to soft-pedal the impover ishment of the workers by mixing’ up labor re= 
forms, public health and cultural ‘services with the wages of the working’ olase, 1e8. 
buying power. Above all,""the “bourgeois ‘pays, ‘the” ‘mille for training ‘apprentices °~ 
and ‘does not consider ‘it part of the wage income of tho working clase. Only under 
German Naxism and Italian fascism was this demagogic method used to mke the toil-- 
ing masses and the world at large think that conditions were bordering on paradise. 
If the wage “income of the workers ‘is’ computed by this anti-labor | wmothod, ‘we should | 
add ‘the ‘Brooklyn Bridge ,as a public institution ‘to our wagos and the FBI, Yellow- 
stone National Park and Niagara Falls eas well. ‘In- tho Soviet Union’ by this method , 
we could add to the workers wages, the’ Baltic-White:..Sea Canal, “built by forced. : 
(slave) laber the “‘double-track. of, tho, Tran--Siberian railway, ‘built by, forced | (slave } 
labor; the Magnitogorsk plant built by forced (slave) “labor. ’ We ‘should also’ include 
by the sama token, the GPU which ese & exploits directly the forced labor — 
BroUupse. . 
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Cotton Material = 2854 S18T Oe oe 
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Footwear (pairs )~ .. 60 sBGs Pee met Sas "f Giss gti os, Ps ‘33° 2 a ea 
The production of cotton goods was: 63%. of ‘quota, woolens 45%, linen 48%, foote 
woar 74%, With the exception of footwear, the figures are not very mch more than 
pre-world war I levels, while population increase is I7-20 millions. grees results 
cannot be renvely, described as economic planning. Se a 
Ce a oe SPS 6s eh HAO Oa eB re re eae Stam Ae 


Mroughout’ the history. of, Russia, the toiling masses.were never adequately ¢:.5./ 
Clothed. But thoy are, lesa adoquately. clothed in the so called workers state:than : 
under the Czar, Aa ‘we ‘all know the Czarist. government did. not. ga in for. economic 

planning, nor, 48 “we ‘all know did it. concam itself with the welfare of. the tolling 
mss9s, Yat, under. Stalin's workers state, where the workers! welfare jis supposed 
to be the hi storical goal, the workers at ‘the beginning of the third five year 

pian had little more than two pairs of socks per person each year . More than one 
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third of cotton fabrics wero of such infcrior gerade th.t it ‘was impossible to use, 
As & result, tho stocks of supply woro srnller than 1933. <A towel costs ten rublos. 
Moro than tho avorago days wago. A third-rato pair of boots cost 250 rublos, more 
than tho avorngo monthly wagoe 


In the important mttor of'sholtor, the workers of the "workers! State" fare no 
better. Pravda of June 21, 1940 was cntmsiastic about the completion of the new 
iron and steel plant at Novo-Tagil in the Urals. 


But the same issue of the official government papor records the fact that fac~ 
tory sewers and homes for the workers were either non-existent or not completed. 
At one mine in the Donets Basin the workers' lived in a gloomy room which is neve 
ventilated. In it are housed twenty persons. It is so cold, all occupants wear ... . 
their coats. The room has no table, chairs, or any other furniture, with the ex 
ception of beds. The workers’ at the giant Makeev metalugical plent had no shelter 
whatever. Three hundred persons lived for months in the tunnel of the Martenovsk 
Unit, near the ovens of the rolling mill. At the Verkhnoisetsk Works in the Urals, 
married couples and single men are billeted in the same room of the barracks, sleepm 
ing on the bare floor. The room has no light with the exception of two or three 
small keresene lamps without glass globes. It is terribly cold and dirty. At 
the Loubereszk Works, near Moscow, in a room of 468 sq. meters were quartered 148 
persons. 40 of these were children less than ten years of age. The married and 
Hingis Lived together amidst hammering, noise and shouting. Night shift workors 
cannot..find rest during the day. These are not the most extreme examples observed 
by Trud, official Soviet trade union paper. Multitudes were compeled to live in 
dug—outs, improv ised hovels, without beds, blankets or any other human pi 
mentse at pte, 

The great bulk of living space belongs to the senieabes the directors of ine 
dustry, the state officials and the state subsidized professionals. - They are .. 
Also adequately clothed and booted. ‘They have motor cars, country and city homes, 3 
maids, butlers, yachts, etc. Their incomes compared to the workers is s0 great 
that they. can be compared to the Forda, DuPonts, and Rockefellers.: ;The capital - 
aesets of the rulers of Russia are so great that thgy live on the unearned inten at 
ment 909 ived from interest on loans to . the Screranent one the state benks. ~ 

Meir relationship to the toiling masses of musets ig stoosea by. the following 
percentages. The rulers of Russia are 14% of the population and receive 40% of the w 
wealth. * Forced labor is ae of the population and receives "i of the wealth.’: The 3 
industrial workers are 2 of the population and receive 31% of the wealth, the 
Collectiv ized peasantry are 56% of the popy lat jon receive 27% of the wealth. 


The Sxoioitatick and. impover ishment of the aia working ‘and foiline masses 
goes on apace. The expansion of the means of production has not resulted in the 
raising of tho standard of living of the mssos. We mot theroforo conclude that 
there has boon no noal expanded production, but overproduction of hoavy plant and 
machinery, and appropriation of the surplus value thus created by the Russian 
state capitalists. The ir organs of domination are well fed, clothed and housed 
(Red Army, GPU, eto.) in the best tradition of oapitel ist exploitation. Prom 

The working people of ‘Russia are deprived of nduenate ocd pm Slothines ‘through 
the so called monoply of foreign trade. Fur and grain, staples of Russian pro» 
duction, are sold on the world market for foreign exchange and capital goods. Yet 
grain production in the 1930s was only equal to the pre world war I production, 
while as late as I1939~40 production of grain was no greater than before the collece 
tivization. (Research by Dr. N.M. Jasny). We note that the desire to attain a 
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favorable position on the world rmriet reswited in a famine in which meny iillions 
died during the 30s. 


‘ ™e Mode of Prcduction 


The mode of production up to the proletarian revolution was determined by what 
Class was in power. ‘The existence of a proletarian dictatorship per se does 
not signify that a change in the mode of production takes place. So long as 
labor exists as a social class, it possesses only its labor power. Tho value of 
labor is unrecognized; only its price is oxpressed like any commodity. Under any 
form of class rule, capitalist state or workers' state, the workdr_stands in the 
rolation of soller to buyer. The price of his labor is his wages. His own stato 


exploits hin. 


Karl Marx, discussing the characteristics of the capitalistic mode of produce 
tion, makes clear what is meant by mode of production, and what da meant by capi« 


talist mode of production. 


Tho following quotations aro from "Capital", Volumo III; 
(P. 1026) "Capitalist production is morkod from tho outsot by two peculiar traits. 


Z: It produces its products as commodities. The fact that it produces commodi~ 
ties does not distinguish it from other modes of production. Its peculiar mark 

is thas the prevailing and determining character of its products is that of boing 
commedities. This implies in the first place, that the laborer himself acts in 
fi9 wole of the seller of commodities, as a free wage worker, 80 that wage labor 
ix the typical character of labore In view of the foregoing analysis, it is not 
necassary to demonstrate again thet the relation between wage labor and capital 
Céetermine the entire character of the mode of production. 


Be (P. 1026) "The other specific mrk of the capitalist mode of production is gts 
tho production of pdr pe value as phe. gaeee’ ein in Gover nee incentive of 


production! 


(1027) Production which has for ita incentive value and surplus value implies, ,.. ., 

eg we have shown in the course of our analyses, the perpetually effective tend= 

cuty to reduce the labor necessary for the production of a commodity, in othor 

worés, to reduce its value below the prevailing social average. The, effort to 

recuce the cost price to its minimum, becomes: the strongest lever for ‘raising 

fixe social productivity of labor, whith , however, appears under. these Conditions _;: 

asa continual anerenae jing ied productive: power. of capital, . Rose arse bob vi 
Marx, in his work "Poverty of Philosophy" “indicatas that the seizure ‘of power . 

by the working class and the nationalization of the means of production ‘does. not - 

Petae about &@ change in the mode of production; that the seizure of state power 

by the workers changes the historical goal of society so that Bourgeois socioty 

OAR be replaced by a society that excludes classes,’ through the transit isional 


) 


"In the course of ita development, the working class will replace tho old 
Bourgeois: society by an association which excludes classes and their antagonism, 
and there will no longer be any real political power, for political power. is 
presisely the official expression of the class antagonism within Bourgeois 
society." ‘(Poverty of Philosopt y)e 


~~] 


Engels in writing against the Beoudnowiet solution for socicty, shows clearly 
that tho collective ownership of the risens of production, such as land, docs not 
change the mode of productions 


"It ig just the same 15 with the abolition of property in land, which is not 
tho abolition of ground rent, but only its transfer, even though in modified 
form, to society. ‘The actual taking possession of all instruments of labor by 
the working people therefore by no means excludes the retention of rent relations". 
(Fo Engels, "The Housing Question", London & NY dition, 1933) 


Lonin, in analysing this question, writes: "Transition to a state of affairs 
when it will be possible to let houses without rent is bound up with the completo 
“withering away of the state". (State & Revolution, P. 50.) 


_ dust so, we rmst conclude that wage-labor and capitel, rent, interest and 
profit, as economic factors of and incentives to production will disappear with 
‘the "withering away of the state’. In other words, 1t this historical stage 
of dovelopment of the relations in production, the mode of production undergocs 
a@ change whon the fundemental opposing forces of socisty, capital and labor. ther» 
selves coase to be connodities (1.0 measured in terms of exchange values, based 
“upon the standard of value of gold) and. instead . becomes use-values. Socialism, 
ciasslessness, production for use, instead. of for profit, in any form , introduccos 


& new mode of productiono 


It is true, the Sovict Union is no. longer 2 workers state, bu a capitalist 
etata, the following questions must be answered: 


I- Did tho countcr-rovolution achiova powor "peacefully?" 
2- Yero "mere" polico measures necossary to achicve power? 
3-- Yhon did the countor-revolution tako placo? 


No counter-revolution can take place peacefully. Police maasuros cannot be 
called a peaceful measure of achioving power. Police measures my bo more 
violent and sweeping in its effects than an armed insurrection. 


The Stalinist counter~revolution, successfully penetrating the whole Russian 
State from top to bottom, used ready made organs of coersion to stamp.out the 
stato power of the proletariat. Tha Stalinist penetration ‘was poasible hacause 
‘the thon existing workers state, being 2 transitional socicty, still retained 
the capitalist mode of production , pending the over-throw of ‘capitalism on a 
world scale. The carly poriod of world imperialist wer and revolution, charac 
terized by the temporary defeat of the proletariat, aided the Stalinist counter 
revolution in following its stratcgic course to @ successful conclusion. 


That conclusion was the rostoration of capitalism in the form of stiute capitale- 
ism. It is the only explanation that explains on a valid basis the fundamental 
couse for the beheading of the October revolution and tho failure to restore and 
extend the proletarian revolution. The Stalinist counter-revolution svopt out 
of oxistenee, both political and economic, the powor of the working class, 


The Society of Old Bolsheviks was dissolved. Tho Lengue of Red bartisans, 
Which fought in the civil war was dissolved. The Comminist Youth League wes 
‘aboliehed asa ‘young workers postition 1 organizetion and is limited to "culturo't 


and "sports! 


ro Jp 


Froctically 211 of the londorship of tho ‘msolen Revolution, the Lonnist 

Qld Guard; the foundors of the Cormunist Internotional vere wiped oat as a result 
of the Moscoe frame-up Trials. This leading workers appers.tus numbered morc 
than 2CC persons. They are replaced in the domestic ‘and foreign apparatus by 
outright opponsuts of the October Revolution. It is significa nt that some of 

ne most articulate defenders of tho Soviot Union todsy, wero Mensheviks, Social 
Revolutionaries, Zionists, Petlurists, Denikinists, and @ll tho brand of Thite- 
Guard countcr<revolutionists, Men such as Maisky, Troyanovsky, Potemkin, 
Khinckuk, Saritz, Chubar, Zaslavsky (Lenin called him a "scoundrel" in 1917-18), 
Litvinov, etc., are in key positions today. Lest we forget, amongst the 
"accomplishments" of the counter-roevolution wes the sending into forced labor, 
priein, oy» death of untold thousands of revolutionarics and discontented workers. 
Mis enabled the Stalinist countor-revolution to overthrow the power of the 
workers in the factories. In their place was established the system of "unit 
direction, thereby enabling the "Red" factory directors to exercise unlinited 
powor, This destroyed the organs of workors' self-government, the factory councils. 


To Stalinist counter-revolution instituted the capitalist, speed-up systen 
of . pioce-work wages on the basis of whish in the best or worst traditions of 
Capit alisn, the Stakhanovist labor aristceracy was created, who are most closcly 
Jisked with tho Russian ruling class. The income and standard of living of this 
bribed and corrupted section of the working class is fivo, ten, twenty, and more 
timcs higher than the income and living stendercs of the mass of Russian workers. 


Russian state-capitalism in order to strengthen support for its infamous re- 
gine amongst the petty bourgeois peasantry has turned over land "in perpetuity" 
to individuals and groups. They are encouraged in all their individualistic and 
petty~buurgeois aspirs tions. : , Ob Ae ate 


In the armed forces, tho bourgeois officers corps has been oneetone The 
democratic intor-connection betweon officer and men is destroyed. Tifles in the 
an of Czarisn are restorod; Mearshals are creatcd. Blind obediance, and 

ational patriotism, instead of revolutionary internationalism are the ruling ©» 
brineipios of ue counter—revolutionary army of Stalinism. 6 yafiscin his Peo. 


The capitalist counter-revolution has extended its poisonous tentaclas down 
to the domain of tho fanuily and sex. ‘Tho family unit is réstored in all of its » 
sacred hypocrisy. |The dominance of the family as the conservative economic unit , 
of society is characteristic of all societies ruled by propertied classcs sinco — 
the beginning of Barborism, “Abortions are forbidden by law.’ ~All ‘tho forwerd- . 
looking legislation for the purpose of educating tho mosses of workors in tho 
best methods of contraception and retional sex relations. is abolishod, ‘This has » 
& degonsrative effect on the poor, but no effect on the well-to-do and well-.. 
educated, Bonuses are decreed by the state for so and so many children born to 
@ fanily. | The cormand to breed ne not the socialist ideal for wonens laa an 
the future society. . | ae : ase CRY, Mee A ; 


Education has suffcored the consequencos of the counter-revolution. ‘The 
October Rovolution abolished. the Czarist institution of uniform, tho Stalinist 
counter-revolution restored thom, Co~education is abolished because of the 
officially announced intention to rolegete Russinn wormnhood to the position of 
baby-breaders, instead of educating t.om-to stand on a par with tho rale -in 
shouldering the responsibility for furthering the ‘cmusc of human froedon. 
Abeoluts obediance, parental tyranny, report cards, mrks, ecx@minations, charac=- 
terize the reactionary syston of pedagogy cxisting in tonchor—pupil relations. 


Se 


The crowning glory is observed when we note that on April 7, 1935, the state 
@corcod the death penalty for crimes of theft, ctc., committed by childron heg‘nn~ 
ing with the age of 12 years. Ono mst study tho history of the dark middle ages 
to find & parallel to this vicious picce of legislation. 


No nation today has such a savage lav on its statute books. If children aro 
given the death pomalty for crimes of theft ctc., the necessities of life mst 
be very meagre in the Soviet Union. This is a vivid cormentary on the expansion 
of production and the so-called elevation of the stand rd of living in the "Workers 


Stato", 


We are faniliar with the siz-zags of Sovict foreign policy up to the war. In 
effoact thoy represented thé changing relationship of forecs between tho Romo~= 
Berlin-Tokyo Axis and Anglo-American French Imperialism in relationship to the 
foviot Union. The Stalinist counter~revolution appeased and appeases these capi-~ 
talist states by alliances now with one axis then another. Its political bargain~ 
ing powor is its ability to suppress, mislead, srmsh, destroy, and terroize tho 
proletarian revolution and the revolutionary internationalists. 


The advance of the Stalinist arises into Fastern and Central Europe was pre 
ceded by wretched alliances of Sovict foreign policy with the Monarchies of 
Romania, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, and Italy. Those varietios of reaction have al» 
ways been the official inspirers of anti~semitic pogroms, and terroism against 
organizod labor, not to mention the revolutionary movement. <All of them are 
and continue to be the hand-maidens of fascist and . feudal reaction. The policies 
of Stalinism are geared to this counter-revolutionary line. 


: We can stato definitively, now that Gerrman Imperialism is crushed, that no 
where did the Stalinist armies liberate the forces of revolution. On the contrary, 
from central to Eastern Europe, the incipient proletarian revolution was smashed 
by the Stalinist machine. Fuppets of Anglo-american Imperialism, neo-fascists 
and royalists were openly collaborated within Stalinist conquered territories, 
The recent decree in Stalinist occupied Germany to reconstitube all anti-fasoist 
political parties under Soviet guidance is a patent fraud. ‘his is the political 
forrmla under which favorable trade agreements are mede with Anglo=American= 
French Inperialism for the continued exploitation of the European toiling masses 
under Russian-Allied heel. ‘The climax in the story of the Statinist counter= 
revolution is reached by sending into slavery (forced labor) in the Soviet Union 
of thousands upon thousands of Europe's proletariet from Germany to the Balkans. 
The allied Imperialists, learning from Stalinism are following the same policy, 
We are not surprised. Capitalism in decay resorts to methods of production 
reminiscent of antiquity and barbarism itself. The s:o-called workers state hove 
ever, leads world capitalism in the march backward from free labor to a slavery, 
lower than feudal serfdom. 


That is the story of the Stalinist counter-revolution. From its inception to 
its complete victory in the Soviet Union in 1936—1938; to its counter~revolution- 
ary advance int» Europe in 19465, 


The defense of the Soviet Union today, is not a defense of the October revolu~- 
tion or of Socialism. It is the defense of a system not one bit different fron 
the exploitive aims of capitalism. It is the defense of a system that debases, 
huniliates, demoralizes and oppresses mankind. 

The revolutionary struggle against injustice, oppression and exploitation, the 
struggle for Socialism and the erancipation of all humanit:, demands, on our revoe 
lutionary honor, the decisive break from any form of defense of reactionary Russia. 


+ ¥ . at hemes ey 


